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from our fellow citizens that served in the 
Armed Forces and their families alike. Today 
I choose to honor Lt Col (U.S. Army retired) 
Les and Mrs. Madlyn Curtiss, who began their 
military service to our Nation that extended 24 
years and three wars. Colonel and Mrs. Cur-
tiss are patriotic volunteers in the truest sense. 

Colonel Les Curtiss enlisted in the Army as 
a Private and rose through the ranks to Mas-
ter Sergeant. He served in the 13th and 82d 
Airborne Divisions, and later in the 187th Air-
borne Regimental Combat Team during the 
Korean Conflict. He received his commission 
as a Second Lieutenant in 1952, and was the 
Distinguished and Honor Graduate of his Offi-
cer Candidate Class. In 1958, he transferred 
from the Infantry to the Signal Corps. 

As a Signal Corps Officer, Colonel Les Cur-
tiss served as an Airborne Battle Group Signal 
Officer and Advisor to the 5th Military Region, 
Vietnam; Instructor at the Signal Officers Ad-
vance Course, Fort Monmouth, New Jersey; 
Deputy Commander, U.S. Army Element 
NATO, and Camp Commandant, Camp 
Voluceau, NATO, Paris, France; and attended 
the U.S. Army Command and General Staff 
College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Both Colonel Les Curtiss and his life’s part-
ner Madlyn believed that no word was ever 
spoken that has held out greater hope than 
Freedom; and nothing demands greater sac-
rifice, needs to be nurtured, and comes closer 
to bring God’s will on earth. They both be-
lieved that Freedom is worth fighting for; and 
while her husband served in a variety of Army 
command and staff positions, Mrs. Madlyn 
Curtiss faithfully performed her duty as well. 

The World War II Generation made their 
mark in American History as soldiers; and they 
were undoubtedly very successful as veterans 
as well. In every field, they quickly assumed 
positions of leadership, often transforming en-
tire industries, research fields, and profes-
sions, or creating new ones. After his retire-
ment from the U.S. Army, Colonel Les Curtiss 
and his wife Madlyn moved to Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, and pursued a life-long 
dream of teaching. He assumed a position on 
the faculty at Falcon School District #49. Mr. 
Les Curtiss taught Speech, Mathematics, 
World Geography, Government, and History. 
He also served as the Chairman of the Social 
Science Department and President of the Fal-
con Teachers Association. 

These two great American’s were born in 
the immediate aftermath of WWI, they sur-
vived the Great Depression and answered 
their country’s summons when totalitarianism 
and fascism threatened the world. As General 
George Marshall stated, ‘‘they have made his-
tory, a great history for the good of mankind,’’ 
and today I honor them for their service and 
commitment.
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CLE ELUM LAND EXCHANGE 

HON. DOC HASTINGS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, today I am introducing a bill to transfer 
lands along the Cle Elum River in Washington. 
This legislation will transfer about 400 acres of 
land along the Cle Elum River in Washington 
state from the Secretary of Agriculture to the 

administrative jurisdiction of the Secretary of 
the Interior. The bill also provides for a subse-
quent land exchange involving a portion of 
these lands—about 40 acres—with a neigh-
boring private landholder. This land is part of 
a larger tract that was acquired in the 1930s 
by the U.S. Reclamation Service to construct 
Cle Elum Dam and Reservoir. The land was in 
turn transferred to the Forest Service in 1966, 
after the Interior Department concluded it was 
no longer needed for Reclamation project pur-
poses. The legislation I am introducing com-
pletes the cycle of returning a portion of the 
property back to Interior, and a smaller portion 
back to private ownership. This legislation en-
ables a public-private partnership to develop 
much-need infrastructure and simplifies prop-
erty boundaries. This legislation enjoys the 
support of local elected officials and many 
local organizations, businesses. I ask that you 
please refer this legislation to the proper com-
mittee for consideration.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2005

SPEECH OF 

HON. ROB PORTMAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2004

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4568) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2005, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Chairman, I would like 
to submit this letter which I sent to Secretary 
Norton. This letter concerns an amendment to 
H.R. 4568 regarding winter use of snowmo-
biles at Yellowstone and Grand Teton National 
Parks and the John D. Rockefeller, Jr., Memo-
rial Parkway.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 18, 2004
Hon. GAIL A. NORTON, 
Secretary of the Interior, U.S. Department of 

the Interior, Washington, D.C. 
DEAR SECRETARY NORTON: I am writing re-

garding winter use of snowmobiles at Yel-
lowstone and Grand Teton National Parks 
and the John D. Rockefeller, Jr., Memorial 
Parkway. 

As you know, this week the House of Rep-
resentatives voted narrowly to defeat an 
amendment to the House Interior Appropria-
tions bill, which provided for a total ban of 
snowmobile access to the parks. I voted 
against the amendment, but only with the 
understanding that the National Park Serv-
ice intends to implement a plan that ensures 
the protection of the wildlife and natural 
beauty of these American treasures for cur-
rent and future generations. 

I believe the concerns of snowmobile emis-
sions and noise at the parks are valid and 
must be addressed. I realize that the newer 
‘‘four-stroke’’ snowmobiles reduce emissions 
and noise significantly. While I believe these 
advances in snowmobile technology merit re-
consideration of winter use at the parks, I 
believe the Park Service must carefully con-
sider the short and long-term alternatives. I 
seek your assurance that NPS will determine 
an appropriate winter use plan that balances 
the need to protect the parks’ unique envi-

ronment with appropriate means of access, 
even if that includes the snowcoach only al-
ternative. 

I understand the Park Service is consid-
ering alternatives that include one that 
would allow only snowcoaches, and others 
that include restrictions on the number of 
snowmobiles that may enter the parks each 
day, technology requirements, guiding re-
quirements, and where snowmobile travel is 
appropriate. I do believe our parks should be 
accessible. But if an alternative that in-
cludes snowmobile access is to be imple-
mented, I think it is critical that such access 
not detract from the experiences of those 
who prefer to explore the parks in other 
ways. 

I appreciate the Park Service’s efforts to 
find a balanced solution that I hope will en-
hance the experiences for everyone who vis-
its these magnificent parks. Thank you for 
considering my comments as NPS moves for-
ward with its short and long-term winter use 
revisions. 

Sincerely, 
ROB PORTMAN, 

Representative.
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DEATH IN DARFUR 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I would like to sub-
mit for the RECORD three new articles regard-
ing the continuing crisis in Darfur, Sudan. I will 
continue to submit articles exposing the 
crimes occurring against the people of Darfur. 
I will not stop until the world takes notice and 
the unnecessary death of innocent civilians 
ends.

[From the New York Times, June 23, 2004] 
MAGBOULA’S BRUSH WITH GENOCIDE 

(By Nicholas D. Kristof) 
Along the Sudan-Chad Border—Meet 

Magboula Muhammad Khattar and her baby, 
Nada. I wrote about Ms. Khattar in my last 
two columns, recounting how the Janjaweed 
Arab militia burned her village, murdered 
her parents and finally tracked her family 
down in the mountains. Ms. Khattar hid, but 
the Janjaweed caught her husband and his 
brothers, only 4, 6 and 8 years old, and killed 
them all. 

Ms. Khattar decided that the only hope for 
saving her two daughters and her baby sister 
was to lead them by night to Chad. They had 
to avoid wells where the Janjaweed kept 
watch, but eight days later, half-dead with 
hunger and thirst, they staggered across the 
dry riverbed that marks the border with 
Chad. 

That’s where I found Ms. Khattar. She is 
part of a wave of 1.2 million people left 
homeless by the genocide in Darfur. 

Among those I met was Haiga Ibrahim, a 
16-year-old girl who said her father and three 
older brothers had been killed by the 
Janjaweed. So Haiga led her crippled mother 
and younger brothers and sisters to Chad. 
But the place they reached along the border, 
Bamina, was too remote to get help from 
overtaxed aid agencies. 

So when I found her, Haiga was leading her 
brothers and sisters 30 miles across the 
desert to the town of Bahai. ‘‘My mother 
can’t walk any more,’’ she said wearily. 
‘‘First I’m taking my brother and sisters, 
and then I hope to go back and bring my 
mother.’’

There is no childhood here. I saw a 4-year-
old orphan girl, Nijah Ahmed, carrying her 
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